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2006 PEER ASSESSMENT OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

Liberal Arts Colleges  
 
Each year, U.S. News & World Report conducts a survey of undergraduate programs at colleges and 
universities.  The results are used as part of the America’s Best College rankings.  A list of your peer institutions 
is listed below by state.  This survey is being sent to the president, provost, and dean of admissions at each of 
these schools.  Your participation in this survey is greatly appreciated. 
 

Directions for Overall Ratings: 
 

1. Please rate the academic quality of undergraduate programs at the following schools in the liberal arts 
colleges category.  These schools are primarily undergraduate colleges that award fifty percent or more of 
their baccalaureate degrees in the liberal arts. 

2. Please review the entire list first, considering each program’s scholarship record, curriculum, and quality of 
faculty and graduates. 

3. Using a black pen, rate each school with which you are familiar on a scale from marginal (1) to 
distinguished (5) by marking an “X” in the corresponding box.  If you are not familiar with a school’s faculty, 
programs, and graduates, please mark “don’t know.” 

4. Separate instructions for nominating exemplary undergraduate programs in specialty areas are 
found on page 8. 

5. Return the completed survey in the postage-paid return envelope to Synovate, Inc.  (If you have misplaced 
the envelope, you may return the survey to Angela Foster-Woods, Synovate, 222 South Riverside Plaza, 
Suite 350, Chicago, IL 60606-5809.) 

 

Any questions?  Contact the America’s Best Colleges, help desk at (800) 408-5365 or usnews@synovate.net. 
Thank you! 
 
  RATINGS  

   
Distinguished

 
Strong 

 
Good 

 
Adequate 

 
Marginal

Don’t
Know  

  5 4 3 2 1  
 

ALABAMA        
 

Birmingham-Southern College 001012       (21) 

Huntingdon College 001019        

Judson College 001023        

Talladega College 001046        

ARKANSAS        
 

Arkansas Baptist College 001087        

Hendrix College 001099        

Lyon College 001088        

CALIFORNIA        
 

California State University – Monterey Bay 032603        

Claremont McKenna College 001170        

Harvey Mudd College 001171        

The National Hispanic University 025184        

Mills College 001238        

Occidental College 001249        

Pitzer College 001172       (34) 
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California, continued         

Pomona College 001173       (35) 

San Diego Christian College 012031        

Scripps College 001174        

Thomas Aquinas College 010448        

University of Judaism 002741        

Westmont College 001341        

Whittier College 001342        

COLORADO        
 

Colorado College 001347        

Fort Lewis College 001353        

Mesa State College 001358        

Western State College of Colorado 001372        

CONNECTICUT        
 

Connecticut College 001379        

Trinity College 001414        

Wesleyan University 001424        

FLORIDA        
 

Eckerd College 001487        

New College of Florida 153704        

GEORGIA        
 

Agnes Scott College 001542        

Morehouse College 001582        

Oglethorpe University 001586        

Paine College 001587       (54) 

Spelman College 001594        

Wesleyan College 001600        

HAWAII        
 

University of Hawaii – Hilo 029020        

IDAHO        
 

Albertson College 001617        

ILLINOIS        
 

Augustana College 001633        

Blackburn College 001639        

Illinois Wesleyan University 001696        

Knox College 001704        

Lake Forest College 001706        

Monmouth College 001725        

Principia College 001744        

Shimer College 001756        

Wheaton College 001781        

INDIANA        
 

DePauw University 001792        

Earlham College 001793       (69) 
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Indiana, continued         

Goshen College 001799       (70) 

Hanover College 001801        

Wabash College 001844        

IOWA        
 

Coe College 001854        

Cornell College 001856        

Grinnell College 001868       (75)01/79-80 

Luther College 001874        

KENTUCKY        
 

Centre College 001961        

Georgetown College 001964        

Lindsey Wilson College 001972        

Transylvania University 001987        

MAINE        
 

Bates College 002036        

Bowdoin College 002038        

Colby College 002039        

College of the Atlantic 011385        

University of Maine – Presque Isle 002033        

MARYLAND        
 

Goucher College 002073       (31) 

St. John's College 002092        

St. Mary's College of Maryland 002095        

Washington College 002108        

McDaniel College 002109        

MASSACHUSETTS        
 

Amherst College 002115        

College of the Holy Cross 002141        

Gordon College 002153        

Hampshire College 004661        

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 002187        

Mount Holyoke College 002192        

Pine Manor College 002201        

Smith College 002209        

Wellesley College 002224        

Wheaton College 002227        

Williams College 002229        

MICHIGAN        
 

Adrian College 002234        

Albion College 002235        

Alma College 002236        

Hillsdale College 002272        

Hope College 002273        

Kalamazoo College 002275        

Olivet College 002308       (53) 
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MINNESOTA        
 

Carleton College 002340       (54) 

College of St. Benedict 002341        

Concordia College – Moorhead 002346        

Gustavus Adolphus College 002353        

         

Macalester College 002358        

St. John's University 002379        

St. Olaf College 002382        

University of Minnesota – Morris 002389        

MISSISSIPPI        
 

Millsaps College 002414        

Tougaloo College 002439        

MISSOURI        
 

Stephens College 002512        

Westminster College 002523        

William Jewell College 002524        

NEBRASKA        
 

Hastings College 002548       (67) 

Nebraska Wesleyan University 002555        

NEW HAMPSHIRE        
 

Franklin Pierce College  002575        

Granite State College  031013        

St. Anselm College  002587        

NEW JERSEY        
 

Drew University 002603        

Richard Stockton College of New Jersey 009345        

NEW MEXICO        
 

St. John's College 002093        

NEW YORK        
 

Bard College 002671       (75)02/79-80 

Barnard College 002708        

Colgate University 002701        

Hamilton College 002728        

Hartwick College 002729        

         

Hobart and William Smith Colleges 002731        

Houghton College 002734        

Marymount Manhattan College 002769        

Excelsior College 011716        

Sarah Lawrence College 002813        

Siena College 002816       (30) 
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New York, continued         

Skidmore College 002814       (31) 

St. Lawrence University 002829        

Union College 002889        

Vassar College 002895        

Wells College 002901        

NORTH CAROLINA        
 

Bennett College 002911        

Davidson College 002918        

Greensboro College 002930        

Guilford College  002931        

Lees-McRae College 002939        

Salem College 002960        

St. Andrews Presbyterian College 002967        

St. Augustine’s College 002968        

University of North Carolina – Asheville 002907        

OHIO        
 

Antioch College 008795        

College of Wooster 003037        

Denison University 003042        

Hiram College 003049        

Kenyon College 003065        

Muskingum College 003084        

Oberlin  College 003086        

Ohio Wesleyan University 003109        

Shawnee State University 012748        

Wittenberg University 003143       (54) 

OREGON        
 

Lewis and Clark College 003197        

Reed College 003217        

Warner Pacific College 003225        

Willamette University 003227        

PENNSYLVANIA        
 

Albright College 003229        

Allegheny College 003230        

Bryn Mawr College 003237        

Bucknell University 003238        

Chatham College 003244        
         

Dickinson College 003253        

Franklin and Marshall College 003265        

Gettysburg College 003268        

Haverford College 003274        

Juniata College 003279        
         

Lafayette College 003284        

Lycoming College 003293        

Moravian College 003301        

Muhlenberg College 003304       (72) 
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Pennsylvania, continued         

Rosemont College  003360       (73) 

St. Vincent College 003368        

Seton Hill University 003362       (75)03/79-80 

Susquehanna University 003369        

Swarthmore College 003370        

University of Pittsburgh – Bradford 003380        

University of Pittsburgh – Greensburg 003381        

Ursinus College 003385        

Washington and Jefferson College 003389        

Westminster College 003392        

SOUTH CAROLINA        
 

Coastal Carolina University  003451        

Erskine College 003432        

Furman University 003434        

Presbyterian College 003445        

Wofford College 003457        

TENNESSEE        
 

Bethel College 003480        

Fisk University 003490        

King College 003496        

Lane College 003499        

Rhodes College 003519       (37) 

Sewanee – University of the South 003534        

TEXAS        
 

Austin College 003543        

Schreiner University 003610        

Southwestern University 003620        

Texas A&M University – Galveston 010298        

University of Dallas 003651        

VERMONT        
 

Bennington College 003682        

Burlington College  012183        

Marlboro College 003690        

Middlebury College 003691        

VIRGINIA        
 

Bridgewater College  003704        

Christendom College  029261        

Christopher Newport University  003706        

Eastern Mennonite University  003708        

Emory and Henry College  003709        

Hampden-Sydney College 003713        

Hollins University 003715        

         

Randolph-Macon College 003733        

Randolph-Macon Women’s College 003734        

Roanoke College 003736        

Sweet Briar College 003742       (58) 
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Virginia, continued         

University of Richmond 003744       (59) 

University of Virginia – Wise 003747        

Virginia Military Institute 003753        

Virginia Union University  003766        

Virginia Wesleyan College 003767        

Washington and Lee University 003768        

WASHINGTON        
 

Evergreen State College 008155        

University of Puget Sound 003797       (66) 

Whitman College 003803        

WEST VIRGINIA        
 

Bethany College 003808        

West Virginia Wesleyan College 003830        

WISCONSIN        
 

Beloit College 003835        

Lawrence University 003856        

Ripon College 003884       (72)04/79-80 
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Exemplary Undergraduate Programs by Specialty – Programs to Look For 
 
In this section, we ask you to nominate schools with exemplary undergraduate programs in each specialty.  Please 
nominate up to 10 schools in each area by writing the identification codes for each school you select on the list below.  
(The identification code is found to the left of the school name on the accompanying booklet.)  You may list your 
selections in any order and may select fewer than ten.  Definitions for these specialty areas may be found on the next 
page, developed in cooperation with members of the Greater Expectations Consortium for Quality Education of the 
Association of American Colleges and Universities. 
 

First-Year 
Experiences 

Learning 
Communities 

Senior Capstone 
or Culminating 
Academic 
Experiences 

Undergraduate 
Research 

 (21-26)  (27-32)  (33-38)  (39-44) 

 (27-32)  (33-38)  (39-44)  (45-50) 

 (33-38)  (39-44)  (45-50)  (51-56) 

 (39-44)  (45-50)  (51-56)  (57-62) 

 (45-50)  (51-56)  (57-62)  (63-68) 

 (51-56)  (57-62)  (63-68)  (69-74) 
13-80 

 (57-62)  (63-68)  (69-74) 
12-80  (21-26) 

 (63-68)  (69-74) 
11-80  (21-26)  (27-32) 

 (69-74) 
10-80  (21-26)  (27-32)  (33-38) 

 (21-26)  (27-32)  (33-38)  (39-44) 

 
 

Service 
Learning 

Study  
Abroad 

Internships, 
Cooperative 
Education, or 
Practica 

Writing in 
the Disciplines 

 (45-50)  (51-56)  (57-62)  (63-68)  

 (51-56)  (57-62)  (63-68)  (69-74) 
17-80 

 (57-62)  (63-68)  (69-74) 
16-80  (21-26) 

 (63-68)  (69-74) 
15-80  (21-26)  (27-32) 

 (69-74) 
14-80  (21-26)  (27-32)  (33-38) 

 (21-26)  (27-32)  (33-38)  (39-44) 

 (27-32)  (33-38)  (39-44)  (45-50) 

 (33-38)  (39-44)  (45-50)  (51-56) 

 (39-44)  (45-50)  (51-56)  (57-62) 

 (45-50)  (51-56)  (57-62)  (63-68) 
   (18-80) 
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Undergraduate Program Definitions 
 
 
 
First-year Experiences 
 

Curricular and/or co-curricular programs beyond orientation that bring together faculty and/or staff 
and groups of first-year students to: address the development of knowledge, skills, and/or perspectives for 
academic and college success; promote meaningful student-faculty interaction (one-on-one or in small 
groups).  

 
Learning Communities 
 

Groups of students that take part as a cohort in intentional, institutionally-designed curricula, most 
often consisting of at least two linked courses, that are designed to address academic and social 
development inside and outside the classroom through planned interactions among the cohort and with the 
faculty. 
 
Senior Capstone or Culminating Academic Experiences 
 
 Integrative, credit-bearing experiences, offered in the last stages of a student’s program of studies, 
which aim to have the student synthesize the academic experience, often in the creation of a product that 
demonstrates the ability to frame and resolve an open-ended question, or of a performance or an exhibit.  
  
Undergraduate Research/Creative Projects 
 
 Self-directed academic work by an individual student or by small groups of students that deals with 
an open-ended issue with the expectation of a substantial scholarly or creative product that can be formally 
presented on or off campus.  Such work is undertaken with a faculty mentor for at least one academic term 
or intensive summer, and students understand their roles as researchers/creators and act in those roles. 

 
Service Learning 
 
 An academically-based instructional strategy, credit-bearing or required for a degree, that provides 
students with both meaningful service opportunities in interactive partnership with the community and 
academic structures for analysis and reflection on their contributions and learning. 
 
Study Abroad 
 
 Substantial academic, credit-bearing study, the equivalent of at least one full course, under faculty 
supervision, conducted outside the United States but approved by the home institution, which includes 
substantive interaction between the student and the host culture and/or environment.  
 
Internships, Cooperative Education, or Practica 
 
 The practical application of learning from a specific academic program in a pre-planned out-of-class 
situation equivalent in time to at least 1 academic credit, paid or unpaid, requiring structured reflection 
and/or an end product, supervised and evaluated by faculty, field person, or cooperating professional 
directing the learning activity. 
 
Writing in the Disciplines 
 
 Institutional commitment, manifest through an organized approach, to significant student  
participation in writing embedded in courses at all levels and in all divisions of the curriculum.  To accomplish 
significant writing over time and at increasing levels of sophistication, it often includes writing experiences in 
many different disciplines, varied forms of writing for varied audiences, and iterative writing processes. 
 
 

 


